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ple moving around, there was
no point in opening the
doors.

Meanwhile, due to closure
of hotels, some labourers had
to struggle for food as they
had come to city for their
works. Social worker Vishu
Shetty Ambalapady arranged
food for about 100 people in-
cluding destitutes and elderly
people. He went around in ar-
eas like Adi Udupi, Pandubet-
tu, Karavali Junction,
Shiribeedu, Rajangana Car
Parking area, Kinnimulki,
bus stands and distributed
packed food.

Possible shortage of blood
at Kasturba Hospital

As per the new government
order, people aged above 18
years are eligible for Covid
vaccination from May 1, 2021.
According to guidelines, they
are restricted to donate blood

for 28 days after vaccination,
Therefore, it is not possible to
donate blood for about 2-3
months from 2 doses of vacci-
nation. As most of the blood
donors are between the ages
of 18 and 40, experts are ex-
pecting an acute shortage of
blood. The shortage may re-
sult in postponing of emer-
gency surgeries in the event
of certain treatment of dis-
eases and accidents cases. Dr
Avinash Shetty, Medical Su-
perintendent of Kasturba
Hospital, on Saturday request-
ed everyone to donate blood to
Blood Bank, Kasturba Hospi-
tal, Manipal two days before
taking vaccination. “'If there
are more than 10 donors, we
will arrange vehicle for pick-
up and drop,” he said.

Prohibitory order on heavy
vehicles on NH-275

MADIKERI: Kodagu DC



DECCAN HERALD
Sunday
April 25,2021

Free transport for
willing to donate blood

MANIPAL, DHNS: With government
permitting people above 18 years eli-
gible for receiving Covid-19 vaccina-
tion from May 1, experts are anticipat-
inga huge shortage of blood.

Most blood donors are between 18
and 40 years. As per the guidelines,
they cannot donate blood for over 28
days after receiving the vaccination.
Afterreceiving two doses of vaccina-
tion, youth cannot donate blood for 2
to 3months. Shortage of blood may
resultin postponing of surgeries.
KMC Medical Superintendent Dr Avi-
nash Shetty appealed everyone to do-
nate blood at the Blood Centre, KMC,
two days prior to taking vaccination.
“IftlI:ere are more than 10 donors,
the ital will rt
el v gy
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Vaccination for all
adults may cause
blood shortage

Deepthi.Sanjiv@timesgroup.com

Manipal: While many states
are facing a shortage of oxy-
gen and ICU beds in the wake
of rising Covid-19 cases, ex-
perts fear that there could be
a shortage of blood in the co-
ming days. The govern-
ment’s decision for all adults
above 18 to get the jab in pha-
se 3 of the vaccination drive
from May 1, could lead to a
shortage of blood donors.

BALANCING ACT

Dr Avinash Shetty, medi-
cal superintendent, Kastur-
ba Hospital, Manipal, told
TOI, that they have been try-
ing to spread awareness on
the issue, and arerequesting
peopletodonate blood before
taking the Covid-19 vaccine.
“Aspertheguidelinesissued
by the National Blood Trans-
fusion Council, one cannot
donate blood for 28 days, af-
ter getting vaccinated. This
may lead to an acute shorta-
ge of blood in the next two
months,” he said.

“Last year, during the pan-
demic and lockdown, there
was a shortage of blood and
fearing a crisis, employees of
the hospital were motivated

to donate blood. We have noti-
ced that people are hesitant to
come to the hospital to donate
blood during the pandemic.
But last year, during the lock-
down, there was a reduction
in the number of accidents,
and treatment of non-Covid
cases. The situation is not the
same this year,” he said.

“With colleges closed,
mobilising students to do-
nate blood continuestobea
challenge. A majority of the
blood donors are of the age
group of 20-40, and are lik-
ely toget themselves jabbed
in May. We are also holding
discussionswithexpertson
how to meet the challenges,
and putting in place backup
plans. We are considering
postponing elective surge-
ries, and working out awa-
reness drives to encourage
youth to donate blood befo-
re getting vaccinated, by
protecting oneself, and by
also saving the lives of
others,” Dr Shetty said.

The blood requirement
of the hospital is around
1,500 units per month.

Dr Shamee Shastry, pro-
fessor and head, Kastruba
Hospital Bloed Centre, also
urged the public to donate
blood before vaccination.
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Udupi: Kasturba Hospital Manipal requests donation
of blood on account of acute blood shortage

Udupi, Apr 24: As per the new government order, people aged above 18 years are eligible for COVID
vaccination from May 1 onwards. But, as per the guidelines, they are restricted from donating blood
for 28 days after vaccination. Therefore, it is not possible to donate blood for about 2-3 months from
two doses of vaccination. As most of the blood donors are between the ages of 18 and 40, experts
are expecting an acute shortage of blood. The shortage of blood, may result in postponing emergency
surgeries in the event of certain treatment of diseases and accident cases.

Dr Avinash Shetty, medical superintendent of Kasturba Hospital, hereby requests everyone to donate
blood at the Blood Center of Kasturba Hospital, Manipal two days before taking the vaccination. If
there are more than 10 donors, a vehicle will be arranged for pick-up and drop.
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Vaccination for all adults may cause blood shortage

MANIPAL: While many states are facing a shortage of oxygen
and ICU beds in the wake of rising Covid-19 cases, experts fear
that there could be a shortage of blood in the coming days.
The government's decision for all adults above 18 to get the jab

in phase 3 of the vaccination drive from May 1, could lead to a

shortage of blood donors.

Dr Avinash Shetty, medical superintendent, Kasturba Hospital,
Manipal, told TOI, that they have been trying to spread
awareness on the issue, and are requesting people to donate
blood before taking the Covid-19 vaccine. “As per the
guidelines issued by the National Blood Transfusion Council,
one cannot donate blood for 28 days, after getting vaccinated.

This may lead to an acute shortage of blood in the next two
months,” he said.



“Last year, during the pandemic and lockdown, there was a
shortage of blood and fearing a crisis, employees of the
hospital were motivated to donate blood. We have noticed
that people are hesitant to come to the hospital to donate
blood during the pandemic. But last year, during the
lockdown, there was a reduction in the number of accidents,
and treatment of non-Covid cases. The situation is not the
same this year,” he said.

“With colleges closed, mobilising students to donate blood
continues to be a challenge. A majority of the blood donors are
of the age group of 20-40, and are likely to get themselves
jabbed in May. We are also holding discussions with experts on
how to meet the challenges, and putting in place backup
plans. We are considering postponing elective surgeries, and
working out awareness drives to encourage youth to donate
blood before getting vaccinated, by protecting oneself, and by
also saving the lives of others,” Dr Shetty said.
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